Home Theater for the Holiday’s
It’s that time of the year again.  You dust off the holiday lights and decorations fixing up your home for the annual Christmas Eve dinner with the family.  The tree is fully decorated, your home is lit up like Tampa Airport, and you’ve got motorized Santa’s and reindeer that delight the children and frighten the cat.  But are you missing a key element?  Where’s the holiday music?   If you’re like me, you simply can’t host a party without some tunes.  When we do it up, we don’t do it small.  My goal is whole home audio and I will show you how it’s done.
In our last edition, we discussed building a multi function home theater / party system that would not only deliver surround sound in the main zone, but also deliver music to other zones throughout the house.  A multi channel / multi zone receiver such as the Yamaha RX-V3900 will do just that.  Imagine having surround sound in your family room to watch gaming events or movies while simultaneously piping holiday music throughout the home, including outdoors.  
I use a Yamaha MCX-2000 MusicServer which has my entire CD collection stored on its internal hard drive.  With such a device, you can create playlists for hours on uninterrupted music.   With a compilation of Mannheim Steamroller Christmas collections, and some of the all time classics from the likes of Elvis, Harry Connick Jr., and Vince Guaraldi’s Charlie Brown Christmas , it’s a homerun every year for us when we throw our annual Christmas parties.  

To accomplish this task, you need a compliment of at least 5 speakers (left, center, right, surround left, surround right)  and a subwoofer in your theater room connected to the main zone of you’re A/V receiver.  With proper placement and calibration of the speakers, coupled with a Blu-ray player and HDTV, you are on your way to achieving that “Movie Theater” experience in the comforts of your own home.

Next decide what other areas of the house you desire audio and have a professional run speaker wire to those zones and back to your A/V receiver.  In ceiling speakers are a great solution for dining rooms or play areas as they are unobtrusive while also offering great sound.  For the outdoors, make sure you select weatherproof speakers specifically designed to be placed outside.  There are several manufacturers that offer outdoor speakers in the form of decorative rocks which blend seamlessly into the house décor, while providing nice ambient sound for visiting guests.  
A multi zone receiver such as the Yamaha previously mentioned will allow you to play different sources in different zones simultaneously.  They also offer independent level control for each zone but should you decide you want more flexibility, in-wall volume controls can be installed at each location.  

Now that you’re all setup, dazzle your guests.  Put on a holiday classic such as Home Alone, Miracle on 13th St or the Santa Clause Movie in your theater room, while firing up some classic Christmas tunes in your other zones.  Say nothing, and watch how your guests gravitate towards the music and movie room.  Make sure snacks are aplenty as you will find many guests less willing to leave while they are so well entertained.  Happy Holidays and enjoy the music!
